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Columbia Shuttle Incident

Submitted by: Elaine Sawtell

It wasdgavu i OklahomaCity 1999 dl over again.
Ditto, Louie, and Max onaspecid US& R missionfor
FEMA. Asdways, thethreeveteransgracioudy took
their handlersaong.

We met in Houston and traveled the 90 milesto
Lufkin, wherethefirst day wastheusua waiting. \We
visted withtheother dog teams: six from California, Heidi
Yamaguchi, and SonjaHeritagefrom Virginia, and Ed
Wolff fromFlorida.
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lost. Of course, if Hershel had been handling the GPS
instead of the FBI, weiredll sureit wouldnit have
happenediifairly certain, at least.

On most of our searcheswewere accompanied by a
flanker for navigation, amedic, anywherefromeight to
fifteen FBI, DMORT, and assorted others. We searched
for aslong assix hours, day after day, usually inacold
rain, through east Texas piney woods, fields, swamps,

bog, and the ever present thorns.

Our first night was spent inachurch

The second evening and for the

camp bunkhouse; ninewomenin one, the
threemaehandlers, dongwiththel ST
team, inanother.

Thenext morning, after being assgned
to TXTF1 STMs, wetravel ed another 60
milesto Hemphill and the command pos,
set upinthelocd volunteer fire
department. Thisisatripwewould make
twiceaday for theremainder of the
misson.

The solemnity and size of thetask
soon became apparent. The phrase

From the beginning
| wondered how to
explain to Ditto,

1 Youire not looking
for a tooth in ten
acres, or a body two
feet deep, buried
three years ago.
Youire looking for
heroes fallen from

the sky. T

remainder of the deployment wewere
lodged at what wasonceavery nice
motel. Those dayshadlong since passed.
Many handlerschoseto deepinthe
deeping bagsFEMA suppliedfor the
church camp instead of between the motel
sheets. But at |east we had private rooms.
Thiswasto be our homefor the next nine
days.

ThelST teamfor thefirsttime
Included aveterinarian, Pat Grant from
California. Sheequipped aroomat the

ineedlein ahaystacki was often heard.

From the beginning | wondered how
to explainto Ditto, 1'Youirenot |ooking for atooth inten
acres, or abody two feet deep, buried three years ago.
Youirelooking for heroesfalenfromthesky.i She
started and completed every search, day after day, inthe
precise, methodical way shedoesall her searching.

Ditto, Louie, and Max never worked an areatogether.
Weall had our own challenges. For Dittoand|, it wasthe
thorns. After oneparticularly bad day inthebrush, |
began telling people Hershel had beat meup. Itwas
obvioussomeoneor something had.

Louieand Amy encountered aherd of javelinasand
livedtotell aboutit. Our IST leader at Hemphill, aself-
proclaimed idog hateri until thisdeployment, summed it
upwhen hesaid, iLouiekicked butt.i Attheend of five
days, | finaly saw Louielooking, well, alittletired. |
think.

Hershel and Max worked really hard. They earned
the dubiousdigtinction of being theonly canineteamto get

motel for our useany timewith dryersand
towels, first aid equipment, and was
availableevery evening to treat any injuriesii mostly
thorns, swamp feet and ticks i and make sure the dogs
werewarm and dry.

Wetraveled by car, humvee, and boatsto islandson
Toledo Bend, and Hershel and Max got their firstrideina
helicopter.

Our mission was not shuttle debris. But at timeswe
weresurrounded by it. With every piece, | could seeand
hear in my mind Columbiastreaking overhead. Morethan
once | hadto remind mysalf my job wasto watch my dog
and focuson our mission finot look for shuttle parts.

Weworked fivelong days. Freshteamscameinover
theweekend. Werehabied and rested on Monday, our
7™ day into the mission, then went back to work two more

days.

Shuttle Continued on page 4
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An Opinion
Submitted by: Elaine Sawtell

Weiveknownit since Oklahoma
City. Someof usknew it before.
Deathisasmuch apart of disaster as
lifefofteninthe FEMA US&R
program experience, more.

Very rarely have our dogshad the
opportunity tofulfill their livefind
mission. By thetimeweget toasite,
thereareno survivors.

Inevitably, wherethereishope of
life, thereisaso death. In America
weiveawaysknown theimportance
of returning thedead to their families.
AstheFEMA US& R mission
expands, the canine component can
and mugt fulfill specidizedrolesto
meet new chdlenges.

Standardsmust remain highfor
our livefind dogs. Dogscanbe
trained to search for aspark of life
through chaosand contamination,
debrisand death, noiseand confusion
until they find that live human scent,
then stay with that scent and bark.
Itisthewhole god of themission.
Weive beentraining our dogstodoit
for years. Thereisnoreasonto
accept or alow anything but solid
victimloyalty fromour livefind dogs.

Aswecan and havetrained
proficiency and commitment into our
live search dogs, we can do the same
with humanremainsdogs. They can
develop thecommitment totheir job
and theenduranceto persevere
through distractionsand confusion.
They cangiveasolidaert onthe
object of their mission. Agility, off-
lead control, directability, al the
thingsweask of our livefind dogswe
can ask of our human remainssearch
dogs.

Toask adog todo bothjobsis
possible. Thoseof uswithwilderness
search background have donethat
for years. But whendead andlive

combinedinalargescae
disaster, thepicture
changes. Careful,
congstent, ongoing training
and teamwork from canine
and handler isimperative.
Thedertsmust bedifferent,
and the dog must be sure of
hismisson.

In Nebraska, we have set
problemswith victimsunknowntothe
dogs, with notoysor food, inrubble
aongwithhumanremains. The
canineissent on acadaver search
and must switchtoand committoa
livefind when appropriate. Intraining
itworks, butintheredlity of a
disaster, withthedistractionsand
scent picture we can never duplicate
intraining, when dogsand handlers
aretired and under pressure, aerts
will blur and mistakeswill bemade.
Theiweakest linki hereisnot the
caninebut hisability tocommunicate
to hishuman partner exactly what his
nosetellshim.

Theworst case scenariois, of
course, amissed survivor while
someonewho did not surviveisbeing
recovered.

Ineast Texas, FEMA was
fortunate. The FEMA dogsin Texas,
with some notabl e exceptions, were
our veterans. Many werewilderness
search dogswith cadaver
certificationsand findsbeforethe
FEMA US& R disaster search canine
standard was evenimplemented.
They areused tolong dayswithlittle
Or No success, used to persevering
and enduring, covering ground.

Some of you may remember that a
Mission Ready Wilderness Search

Dog used to bearequirement for a
FEMA US&R dog. But that page
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haslong ago been turnedin our
higtory.

If werespond with akneejerk
reaction and throw our livefind dogs
into cadaver work, weare asking for
confusion. Itcouldruinalivefind
dog. Theanswer ssamsobvious.
Develop teamstrained only on human
remains. Assignthemtotask forces
adongwithlivefindteams.

Hopefully, ahumanremainsstandard
would bemorethan smply running
intoarubblepileand dertingona
scent source. Hopefully, endurance
would befactoredin. Maybeatwo-
day test with avariety of HR scent
sources, blank areas, all areaswith
distractions. Wehaveagood live
find standard. We candevelopa
good human remainsstandard.

A well trained canineisgtill the
best searchtool FEMA has. But to
usethistool to itsbest advantagethe
mission must becrystal clear tothe
dog. Weoweit toour caninesandto
theFEMA systemto maintain our
credibility by careful thought at this
critical junctureof our program and
our countryishistory.
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New Challenges

Submitted by: Elaine Sawtell

iThe same creator who names the stars knows the name of the seven
soulswe mourn todayi...President Bush, February 1, 2003

With thesewords, onceagaininthe FEMA US& R caninemissionwas
faced withanew challenge.

It wasnit thefirst time FEMA activated only canineteamsfor amission.
Canineswere sent to Guam after an airliner crashed. In1999, eight US& R
canineteams, with Search Team Manager support, were sent to Oklahoma
City inthewake of devastating Force 5 tornadoes.

But therethe similarity ends. 1n Oklahoma City, we searched rubblefi
blocksand blocksof it.

In east Texas, the search areawas measured inmiles. Much of it was
thick woods and brush, thorns, swampsand bogs. Inadditiontotheterrain,
hazardsincluded ticks, javelinasand an occasional snake.

Inall, 23 FEMA teamsparticipated. With the exception to two Texas
task forceteams, who had task force personnel, thefirst teamsin (from
Cdlifornia, Florida Task Force 2, Nebraskaand Virginia), camewithno STM
support. However, flankersfrom Search One, aDallasbased SAR group,
many of whose membersare also Texas Task Force members, provided us
with excellent navigational and logistical support.

Basicaly, weasdog handlersleft the navigation to our flankers, adlowing
usto concentrate on working our dogsand thusgrestly increasing our
productivity (and peace of mind iionly onehandler got lost!)

Texas Task Force STMs Susan Brown at Hemphill, and later Barry Larsen,
and Bill Parker at San Augustineassigned our missionsand interfaced with
FEMA IST, NASA, FBI, and DMORT to make aseemingly impossibletask
runsmoothly.

L ater teams, arriving from Tennessee, Maryland, M assachusetts,
Washington and Florida Task Force 1, for themost part brought STMsto
serveasflankersfor their canine handlers.

Another innovation wastheincluson onthel ST team of veterinarian and
caninehandler Pat Grant from California. Not only wereweableto havea
vet on sitewho understandsworking dogs, but Pat wasavauableliaison
between the | ST and canines asneeds arose and the mission continued.

All canine handlersappreciatethe | STisrecognition of theneed for a
caninevoiceinthisicabinet level position.

Inthefield our dogsworked long hoursunder trying conditions, covering
vast areas, often accompanied by eight to fifteen FBI and DMORT personnel,
sometimesby an entiretroop of TexasNationa Guardsmen.

Will there ever be another mission likethe Columbiarecover? We pray
not. Butweoweittothe FEMA US& R system to provide canineswith
speciaizedtraining. Weoweit to our dogsto not put them in Situationsthey
arenot trained for or capable of performing.
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Items for the
Canine
Bulletin

Mail, E-mail, or Fax itemsto:
JulieMarget
LincolnFire& Rescue
1801 iQ7 Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
jmarget@ci.lincoln.ne.us
Fax: 441-8292

Phone: 441-8352

Address/
Phone#
ChangesAlso
contact Julie

Remember to mail your

training logs to:

Susie Songster

1801 “Q” Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
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How Many Dogs Does it Take
to Change a Lightbulb?

Golden Retriever: Thesunisshining, theday is
young, weive got our wholelivesahead of us, and youire
insideworrying about astupid burned our bulb?

Border Collie: Just one. Andthenlill replaceany
wiring thati not up to code.

Dachshund: You know | canit reach that stupid
lamp!

Bichon Frise: Oh hurry, someonefix thelightssoll
can seeto stylemy fur!

Rottweiler: Make me.

changethelight bulb! Can1? Can1?Huh?Huh?Huh?
Canl?

German Shepherd: lill changeit assoonasliveled
these peoplefrom the dark, check to make sure | havenit
missed any, and makejust one more perimeter patrol to

seethat no one hastried to take advantage of the situation.

Tibetan Terrior: Let the Border Colliedoit. You
can feed mewhileheisbusy.

Jack Russall Terrier: lill just popitinwhilelim
bouncing off thewallsand furniture.

Poodle: lill just blow inthe Border Collieisear and
heill doit. By thetimehefinishesrewiring the house, my
nailswill bedry.

Cocker Spaniel: Why changeit? | can till peeon
thecarpet inthe dark.

Doberman: Whileitisdark, lim goingto deeponthe
couch.

Boxer: Who cares? | can still play with my squeaky
toysinthedark...

Chihuahua: Yo quiero Taco Bulb.

Irish Wolfhound: Can somebody elsedoit? live
got thishangover....

Pointer: | seeit, thereitis, thereitis, right there......

Greyhound: It isnit moving. Who cares?

Australian Shepherd: Firgt, lill put all thelight bulbs
inalittlecirlce....

Old English Sheep Dog: Light bulb? 1im sorry, but
| donit seealight bulb.

HoundDog: ZZZ7z772.2222.2.2.2.2...Z...2..Z....Z....

Cat: Dogsdo not changelight bulbs. Peoplechange
light bulbs. So, thequestionis. How long will it be before
| can expect light?

NE-TF1 Canine Bulletin
Shuttle Continued from page 1

NASA made the decision, and themission ended
early afternoon on Thursday, February 12. Recovery was
complete.

By Friday wewerein full demob and receiving the
usual accoladesfor ajobwell done. Attheairport,
Hershel and | said goodbyeto Amy and Louieat the
Americantermina. Weweredightly euphoricaswe
headed for theticket counter to begin thetrip home. We
were brought back to reality asthe American Airlines
ticket agent snarled, 1'You canit takethat dog onthe
planei

Somethingsnever changeand, asHershel says,
humility isagood thing.

Jim Yeager helps
Louie back into
the boat after
combing a
remote island in
the Toledo Bend
reservoirin
Texas.

Bob Deeds,
Elaine, Ditto,
Amy, Louie, and
Jm Yeager.

Hershel and Max
get their first
helicopter ride.
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Terriers Recruited for Hi-Tech

Rescue Role

BBC News, December 28, 2002

A rescueorganizationisdraftinginterrierstohelpin
thelife-or-desth battleto find disaster victimsintheshell
of collgpsed buildings.

Itisbelieved to bethefirst timethe dog breed has
been used intherace to save peopletrapped by fallen
masonry or brickwork after an earthquakeor terrorist
outrage.

Thenorth Wales-based charity Global Rescue Service
istotrainsix terrier pupsfor thetask for going
underground equipped with microchip equipment which
will allow them to betracked from the surface.

Andthehalf of the new recruits- said to bethe
perfect sizefor delving through the spaces created when
building fall down - areto Sart their professiond lifewith
New Yorkisfireservice.

Volunteersat Global Rescue Serviceshavebeen
involved worldwideintherescueof disaster and
earthquakevictims.

But the highly-trained dogsthey areused to areusualy
bigger breeds such ascolliesand |abradors.

Thetraining venturethe charity hasbeguniscalled The
Terrarius Project, fromthe Latin for iearth dog.i

It hasalready selected five candidates, picked from
terrier familieswith agood history asworking dogsand
theingtinct toigoto grounditofind it target.

Organizer David Jones, 51, said: iThisshould advance
the search techniquefor disaster 20 years.

ilive had thisideafor many years- the expertisewith
the dogs has been there but the technol ogy hasnit.

iBut is has advanced so much in the past two or three
years, that | think itill work.i

Theideaistokit out the animal swith equipment which
can betracked and monitored from the surface, allowing
their handlersto know what the dogs have found and
where.

Theschemeisajoint project with the New Yorkis
Officeof Fire Prevention and Control whichwantsto
increaseitisability to find peoplewho may betrapped
underground.

Mr. Jonessaid: iTherewill still bearolefor Labradors
and retrieversas surfacedogs.i

1Theproblemiswith thevoidsthat nobody can get
into - you wouldnit get aGerman Shepherd or acolliein
there becausethey aretoo big.

ITheplanisthat each dog will be chipped sowewill
know wherethey arewithin acollapsed building towithin
two feet.i

Hesaid new tracking equipment - combined with
digitized blueprintsof buildings- would alow themonitors
onthesurfaceto track the animalseven through 50 ft. of
concreterubble.

If aterrier located abody or asurvivor, amicrophone
would allow itshandler to know what it had discovered.

iInstead of ripping awholebuilding apart tofind there
isnothinginit, wewould know exactly what part of the
buildingitwasin.

L oud Noises

iltwill save endlessamount of man-hoursand
mechinery. i

Thedogsi training isto start at the end of January and
take about 18 month to complete.

Two will betrained as cadaver dogs- locators of
bodies- one of whichwill be sent to New York.

Thesix terrierswill be put through their pacesin
abandoned buildingson amountainside at Penmaenmawr,
north Wales, aswell asinthe many disused quarriesinthe
area.

Their training will include being mad eused to noise
such asbanging and loud machinery in order to be ableto
work at disaster siteswithout being disturbed.

iltwill belikeagamefor them,i said Mr. Jones.
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